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Object: Zarf. Stand for coffee cup
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Description
A silver piece with an engraved ornament based on a lowly leg, zarf is a traditional stand for
a coffee cup.
Coffee appeared in the Ottoman Empire in the second half of the 16th century, when the
Turks conquered Yemen, rich in coffee plantations. The close ties between the Ottoman
Empire and the Crimean Khanate led to popularity and wide usage of coffee in Crimean
cities. Coffee is brewed strong and drunk from small ceramic cups, washed down with cold
water. For cups without handles, special stands were used - zarf. In the 19th century, zarf
were made of silver or copper using the techniques of casting, embossing, filigree, enamel
and grain decorating, inserts of coral, glass, etc.

Basic data

Material/Technique: Silver, engraving
Measurements: h 39, d 31 mm

Events

Created When 1875-1920
Who
Where

Found When
Who
Where Autonomous Republic of Crimea

https://kyiv.ua.museum-digital.org/object/17028


[Relationship
to location]

When

Who
Where Ukraine

Keywords
• Кримські татари
• Модерна доба
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