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Description
The Scythians often hid the most valuable things from robbers. This was also the case with
the bowl from the mound of Gaimanova Tomb. It was found in the hiding place of the
northern crypt of the ancestral tomb of the Scythian ruler. It has a hemispherical shape with
a vertically narrow rim and two horizontal handles attached to the body with silver rivets.
The upper part of the handles is covered with a thin golden layer and decorated with relief
images of two ram heads turned in opposite directions. The handles have through holes for
hanging the bowl from the belt. The bottom of the bowl is decorated with a geometric
ornament common in ancient toreutics. On the main part there is a frieze with a relief
composition of six figures of Scythian warriors on the background of a rocky terrain (the
width of the frieze is 70 mm). The central composition is the negotiations of two elites at
banquet (this side of the bowl is very damaged). On the opposite side, there are figures of
two elderly warriors in ceremonial costumes, sitting half-turned to each other. The former
holds a rod, the latter - a kanchuk. A sword, a quiver, two shields and other weapons are
nearby. Two more figures are engraved under the handles. Abearded Scythian with a
mustache and long hair holds his head with one hand, as if he is struck by something. From
the opposite side a young man stands on his knees and holds a wineskin in his hands. The
images on the bowl impress with their extraordinary craftsmanship, realism in the
interpretation. The master carefully highlighted the individual features of each character, as
well as the smallest details of costumes and other items. All figures are made on a silver base
and gilded.
  The appearance of the characters, luxurious clothes, ceremonial military equipment,
attributes of higher power (mace, whip, cup, hryvna) indicate that the cup depicts
representatives of higher power - Scythian "kings" or tribal leaders.
  Regarding the interpretation of the plot, there are several plausible hypotheses. In general,
they are reduced to the interpretation of the plot, as scenes of the conclusion of peace, or
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surrender, or related to the heroic epic, reflected in historical legends and folk epics.
Researchers who examined the scene depicted on the bowl noted that it has great scientific
interest for studying various aspects of the life of the Scythians and their customs.

Basic data

Material/Technique: Silver, gilding, forging, punching, chasing
Measurements: h 97, d 105 mm

Events

Created When 400-300 BC
Who
Where Північне Причорномор'я

Found When 1969
Who Бідзіля Василь Іванович (1936
Where село Балки

Buried When Друга половина 4 ст. до н.е.
Who
Where Курган Гайманова Могила, Запорізька обл., Україна

[Relation to
person or
institution]

When

Who Запорізька археологічна експедиція Інституту
Археології

Where

Keywords
• Доба раннього заліза
• Скіфи
• скіфська доба
• скіфська культура
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