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Description

The pendant is hollow drop-shaped with a through hole in height. The surface of the
pendant is divided by belts into eight trapezoidal ornamental fields. The belts are latticed,
the square cells are filled with green inlay. Holes for attaching additional pendants or pearls
are located at the intersection of the vertical and horizontal belts. Fields with blue and white
enamel background alternate. White enamel fields are filled with images of numerous four-
pointed red crosses. The blue fields are filled with a plant ornament, which can tentatively
be called a complex palmette. The partitions forming the pattern are extremely thin: their
thickness is approximately 0.0175 mm.

A similar pendant is kept in the Dumbarton Oaks collection in Washington. The color,
decorative motifs and jewelry technique combine the pendant with a group of apparently
Constantinople partitioned enamels from the Metropolitan Museum, the Princeton
University Art Museum, Vysebrodsk Monastery, National Archaeological Museum of
Taranto-Marta, Cluny Museum-National Museum of the Middle Ages.

Combination of such decorative elements is also found on the plates of the diadem,
decorated with partitioned enamels, which were part of the treasure found in 1900 near the
village of Sakhnivka in the Cherkasy region.

Drop-shaped pendants were the basis of complex temple decorations of ryasna or
perpendulii, they could be used as separate pendants for a headdress. On the kolts from the
Myropil treasure (stored in our museum) syryns are depicted in triangular crowns
reminiscent of stephanos. Drop-shaped pendants are probably attached with chains depicted
by thin gold partitions to the upper part of the crowns on the sides.

They could also be elements of breast ornaments. Pendants of a similar shape could be sewn
onto clothing, in particular on the edge of the loros, a kind of scarf that became part of the
imperial outfit as a legacy of the Roman scarf of the consuls.
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Material/Technique: Gold, enamel, cloisonné enamel

Measurements: h 20,5, d 16,5 mm
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